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Introduction

1 1 Bighorn sheep are fascinating
animals-both:in physical form
and in,behavior

Evidence- suggests thatthe
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Introduction

L 1 This presentation:first salion | T
describes-the character of . S
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Introduction

| 1 In the course-of this
presentation | will review
pighorn religious metaphors.

1 1 In this'regard we will explore:

Bl Bighorn cultural features
throughout'the Far;\West

Dl The great number of
pighorn rock-drawings, and
paintings

Bl A collection of tetemic

Increase-sheep lgurines

EthnograpRic descrHptions:|, -

ofiNative DIgNorIRUNtINg «iys

RElIGIoUS-associations,

(N ative Oral-traditions«and=1als

ItUais)))




l_Location

Jihe Rose-Spring archaeological
Site-Is-at the, southernmost; end of
the-Owens Valley-

lihe site-isiess-than-15 miles
north,of Little sLake [in-Rose \Valley-
ihe site-Ision 'the \Wwestert edge of
the-Coso.Range!

ltis-just-east orthe Sierral
Nevada: In the southwestern
COrner oh the, GreatBasin

Bench

Altuvial




The Rose Spring Bighorn
Feature: Description

The feature consists of a stacked
rock cairn and stone pillar with a
pighorn ram Asiskull and intact
norn, cores at-its top

It was discovered during
excavations by: DrsRobert Yohe
during-his Ph.D. dissertation
research;in 1987

ihe bighorn ram ;, AsiCrania-was LOCUS 1, ROSE SPRING (CA-INY-372)
discovered at-a depth 0t 80-90 | : TR

cm on,the western edge: of-Locus L e
15N, UnitseX-1-and X-2

BEIOW the ol Coresant Crania S R . &
was & rock cairn and Upright | TR S T
boulder of andesite surrotneded B . [ i e
py dire-cracked-stones, and ‘

charcoal

hisstane Oplatiormo s perhaps
pEStdescrbedas-apassible

AFNTINE-AY

Loy




The Rose Spring Bighorn
Feature: Association

A complete and finely executed
Humboldt Basal-notched (HBN) dart
point (or knife / also employed.as-a
thrusting spear) was discovered-within
50 cm; of:the rock: cairn

Because-of its:completeness -and-fine
execution it is considered a likely
offering deposited at the same-time as
the-feature,was-in use

The morphology:of the HBN mdicates
itidates t0.a short:perod of time from
ca. 500BC10:AD'800

DUring-this time,; 1h eastern California
pPrehistory; grave, offenings became
more-frequent with maltiple pomts and
other attifacts: provided:

NS perod sees-the importance of

Status-and prestige/inereasing-in the
region




The Rose Spring Bighorn
Feature: Dating

UNITS X-1 AND X-2, WEST WALL PROFILES

Two radiocarbon dates - were
opbtainedfrom a single hearth

At:the top at 902100 'cm and
another at the .base at 140 cm

Jop date was 1,360 +/0
radiocarben years beforepresent
(feybp)

lihe second.date was-1,400 x50
rcybp:

Both dates avetap; are-reughly

equivalent and, have,calibrated
agesat ca-AD 500

o9 £360BP P20 o,
P8P ()80 I
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Other Bighorn Features:
Ethnohistory.

1 The Rose Spring feature appears
unigue-but other bighorn sheep
bone features-have been reported
in the -West:

11 Spanish,explorers in the 17 A and
18 i century. reported on very
large-accumulations of sheep
horns-and deer antlers -along the
Gila River in the terrtores ot the
@Andham,and’s - Yumans: o1 iS:
Arizona-
[hese bone - Omiddenso

purpoiiedly contaiied 1000s ab e
animial |SKUIIS! =8

Eampbeil Geant identified; BIgNOTT [o14)
norfy andskulfcachesiatsheep == )
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Other Bighorn Features
Ethnohistory .

i 1 Juan Bautista-de Anza-in his
diary In 1774 notes:that the
Papago were carrying highom
horns-and stacking them at
Cabeza Prieta-Tanks 10
Afontral the wind and prevent
the-air from ieaving [that
place-AYBoiton 1930)

1 Metaphor DEhoerns; [sound;
meaning-of bighornE
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Other Bighorn Features:
Archaeology

1 1+ Northern Rocky Mountains of-NW
\Wyoming the site of Mummy,
Cave

1 LLarge -rockshelter on banks of N
Fork-of the Shoshone River, 55
km west af-Cody; Wyoming

bighorn skull shrine ;-
hiswas-the only bighori skult ¥ |
found:atithe, Site |«

SKull atithe base ofia stopedn== 1y
ASSOCIation \With thiree Fock Slabs) =151
N inear artay:-\"

neyanierpieied b asinavingliyls
CETEMONialk OrIeligIouS Vi
S|gilicance ant, aietto B;800:: 1
[GYDDs (D 000 /eal'S-a00- 01«60 {01010/
5()1.



Other Bighorn Features:
Archaeology ™

, ‘.\i" ._a-.: :‘1

P o, et
SATGROS”
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A bighorn sheep-headdress-was
discovered cached-in a small
rockshelter- on.the eastern-edge-of-the
San Rafel Swell, nearthe Green River
In eastern Utah:

HeaddreSs was tfound; in two:pieces
with, drilled-holes in the cranium,and
an attached leather. band.

Atleast six) < Olivella: ‘biplicata{the
purple-Olve - shell) beads were also
apparently \attached to the headdress

Tihose beads and a radiocarbon.date:of
the-cordage provide/ihe exact same
date-for the headdress-1o-ca AD

1050- 2150

nheheaddiesswould be OFsemontO:in
atfiiation) and, might-naverserved as
religiousiregalialoras a-auntng \aid:

P——
| ——




Other Bighorn Features:
Archaeology

1 1+ 30 km north of the Reno-Sparks area,
a prehistoric village site-was recently
excavated by Far Westerm-(CRM Firm
pased in,California)

1 In a Middle Archaic (2000:BC © AD
500) house floor,.the .center of the
structure,-they discovered a-bighorn
ram, skull

1 That.cached cranium had its herns still
attached.

"1 WO Speat| points, were-found'in
association with the feature: E

1 ihought to:bes an-example of fitual
curation and display

"1 Researchers-suggested that the skull

was employed: s JAio reiniorcesthe

benedits-ofa successiul huntE(and for) b v : A

enhancement; of aihunter) - ASIprestige i i W T - R

Within,aiarger group ! s AV : -

NIGUSESWELE GatEd-1082600:10 (5/A00: vii i)
300 1700,80) -[»))




Other Bighorn Features:
Archaeology

LLoyalton Rockshelter, -Sierra County, BT R *.
CA, northern: Sierra:Nevada Ay & : 'f
. w“ g » - S S
Wilson (1963)-reported on a small g oy - R
temporary:hunting camp in a e f a’{ 2ir8
WY g

rockshelter
[Located- at over 6,000 feet elevation

Site-appears;to be a-hunting station g
occupied:intermittently, mostly.during I
the-Middle Archaic

Excavations discovered 6:cache pits
containing only'the: cranial remains -of
12:bighorn (9 mature and 3;juvenile)

In the PIts with the sheep | crania,were
ofieringsPrare and exotic: artfacts o
anobsidian blade; Sseverathone pins, a
stone-pipe;-and, two ' CRarmstones

Researcher suggested-that these
ieaturesiwere feligious in-natuie) < e
physicalimantiestations oi-ftuals




Other Bighorn Features:
Archaeology

Nopah Cave, eastof Death-Valley
In S. Paiute territory

Sutton.and Yohe (1987)

discovered a cached:-bighorn atlas
vertebrae

Researchers thought this
significant and, posited:thatthis is
a physical manlfestatlon of the
Important,association|
Basin Native oraltré Uuiutlon
|0 many\Paitite-Shoshones | =
Greation Stories -Coyote uses-a -+ -
PIghoM ,atias: vertebia to-| tu Lreak
INE-murderousigenitalia-or:nis & 1t

IOVET ¢

WHEN NE-00ES SO; NIE SUCCESSILAT LY
EPIOAUCESWITH thes gk SRHER- o[
GIVES-DITRO (he: VARIOUS AIDES 10215



Other Bighorn Features
Archaeology

In the -Tehachapi Mountains, Sand
Canyon, eastern California,
Creation.Cave,- Tomo Kahni ' State
Historic Park

Site-where the, Kawalisu people
Were-created, this;is-where the
animals-celebrated -and painted
theln pictures; grizzly-bear mvited
the-animals tor a fiesta

A bedreck mortar-cup-atthe site

markS-the emergence site

Sutten discovered a buried atlas |« -1
Jetiebia ofwhat was likely k-‘ly a

J[‘jl O Sheep atihe:Site-1i -

PESIIS thiStaphySICalsFesCreation| i1y

QI ith e -Orat-tradition: (],




Prehistoric Bighorn Sheep Art

| & i
ot ]
1 Strong:religious .
associations suggested by
prehistoric representational
art
GreatBasin rock-drawings;« -
paintingsiana totendic, [«
figunines:=

1 Mostdfrequent iin the:Coses-{s -
D aiminimumaundreds =«
LOOUSANE I CLLlFEe SR 14
25,000 images-cfithie =
PIONOM SHEED- - IMOIEstian o =1y
all Ot EFareas-Cfine (G teaty=r- |
BASIN CAMBINETtT




Prehistoric Bighorn SheeR\{Art
%

1 Split twig figurines at
Newberry Cave in the East
Mojave-B- 10 complete-&-over
1000 fragmentary: figures

1 Other ritualparaphernalia =+
complete points; paint
paleties,-sheep-dung pendant,
painted.quartz crystals,
Wrapped:teathers; fed; green,
white; and black pigment with
pictographis ion the shefter]| =g
WEURS,
D:lt-—'-fs 03000 (0 SZBOACYDPA 15 18
Positd-ssachimitfijusnes
Sosiatecwithdncrease ==

ASSU
Celreimaonl u'gs



Rose Spring, the Cosos, and
Bighorn Hunting

1 1 Rese Springon western
edge of Coesos and at other
Sites; archaeofaunal
remainsk (2000:BC-AD
600)

1 1 COS0 people-emphasized
P10 )game for-the meat
Portion ehtheir-diet £ esp.
pIghom

1 CES0 TocK art Dmany
AUNUNG Scenes; Hunng
BIINAS; duMinyDUNLELS:;
associated\With game, drve
SitesSnattiakianks
(Linaass) pgaime diversiof
WING aps.




Post-Mortem Bighorn Funeral
and Skull Display

Notable-but unusual panelin
Parrish. Garge in the Cosos : - may
be a significant example of
bighorn ritualism

Appears-1o be a ceremony.
venerating sheep-skull'set atop:-a
pole

CA-INY43:depicts nearly life size
figure-of a standing man (4 feet
In height)

Vian has-hands outstreiched
reaching-for-aweighted atiat! and
connecting t0:the OpewerQ line
reaching-down into the

Netherwgrld _ _ The graphic may be a visual representation of
\Vian canies a-ithaged hacs on his the mythic journey: hunt, death, ascent to the
PacK upper world via the sacred pole, and seasonal

return/regeneration back to the middle human

At Tis 7eel is smialt ward vi world, upon being restored, traveling up from
E ~ ? 7 7
olred” d fuat (fratiys 9, tad the lower world B arising from the animal

0100INJ-SHCKL 9O N IS P underworld



Bighorn Hunting In the Great
Basin: Timing

i Fall best time during rutting

season when rams, ewes, and

yearlings co-occur, animals
fattest

1 Sheep most vulnerable

| Considerable tension, rams
intent on breeding P 4
. Fall is time for communal | b i

hunts: antelope, rabbits, and
bighorn

1 Time for people to get
together, Round Dance

' Round Dance functioned to

promote game, ensure
bountiful supply of seeds

1 Fertility ceremony



Gilmore (1953) describes a
bighorn hunt NE of Bishop in the
Owens Valley.

First a Round Dance was held
prior to the communal hunt

Celebrants followed hunt leader
and/or singer into the local
mountains

Group spread over wide area
worked together to draw bighorn
into a v-shaped wing trap

Trap composed of rocks and
brush leading to a coral where the
animals were slain



1 Solitary hunters stalked alone
with a decoy headdress b
skull with horns

I Concealed behind the rocks

1 Hunter would let horns

protrude
1 Make sound plucking bow

1 Jab and scrape ground
making sounds like rams in
dominance display



1 Activity attracts animals and
would shoot within 25 feet or
less

1 Arrow directed under animal
chin
1 Steward (1941) said Indians

thumped logs or pounded
rocks to attract sheep

1 Curious animals would again
think there was a dominance
display going on



1 1 Big game hunting rites and
group religious ceremonies
were strongly expressed in
Desert West (Malouf 1966).

1 1 Hunting religions have certain
characteristic features
(Hultkrantz 1986).

1+ David S. Whitley (1982)
recognized symbolic import of
the bighorn.



1 1 12 Western Shoshone
groups had myths with
common elements

1 1 Coyote (key central deity)
could only attain manhood
(sexual maturity and
marriage) by slaying a
bighorn sheep.

1 1 Hence the Shoshone saw
bighorn as a symbol of
male hunting success and
correlated with rites of
passage



i Other Shoshone oral
traditions told how b Rat
Invites Bighorn Sheep to join
in the Round Dance.

I Rat Adicharade was an attempt
to woo Bighorn to his side in
order to kill him,

i In another story Crow, Eagle,
Wildcat, Yellow Hammer, and
Rat team up and sing a song
at their pre-hunt dance

i The song says, AWe are going
to shoot mountain sheep! Ay



1 Northern Paiute said bighorn
gave power to heal disease

1 Southern Paiute had game
dreamers and dances. These
dreamer-singers would dream
of killing game, bighorn food,
rocky places, rain, bows and
arrows, and sometimes
arrows turning into bighorn
rams.

i They would dream of songs.
These were gifts from the
bighorn.

I Songs were a means of
enhancing the killing of game
and would make the game
animals come and would
iIncrease their number.



1 1+ Chemehuevi ritualists had
religious specialists known
as sheep dreamers.

1 1 These religious were
especially good at
charming game animals b
ritualists of the hunt.

| 1 These sheep dreamer-
game charmers had
visions of rain, bullroarers,
and a qualil tufted cap of
mountain sheep hide.



Songs used as a way to attract
game.

Ritualists could capture the
animal Agisouls and make them
tired and easy to Kkill.

Southern Paiute sang to attract
sheep. Would feast, sing and
dance mimicking game
movements.

Mt. Sheep Dreamer-singers would
direct hunters to the place where
they could find and slay bighorn.

Bighorn Song was one of the four
principal Southern Paiute songs.

The Desert/Mountain Serrano also
have a number of Bighorn Sheep
Songs they sing. They believed
they were descended from the
Sheep people (their ancestors).



1 Many foragers believe in
the innate power in the
bones of hunted animals

. Skulls were sacred and
believed to be alive with
such power.

i Skulls embodied the
energies of animal
ancestors.

1 The planting of skeletal
remains of hunted animals
assures the regeneration
process b as a source of
new life.



| 1+ Catherine Fowler (1986:95): AB
respect was shown for animals and
plants taken to meet human needs.
Portions of larger game animals,
including theE  skulls...were
specifically set out in the brush or
trees or buried after a Kill.

1 1+ In addition to showing respect, these
acts were a form of manipulation that
would insure that game would be
continually supplied.

1 1+ Slain game animals were often placed
with their heads to the east and
addressed with special terminology,
again to show respect. Ay



1 Native Basin cosmology /
world view saw the universe
(cosmos) as tiered (layered).

i Divided into strata including
upper, middle, and lower
realms.

i Each stratum was inhabited
by different groups of Animal
Persons (

1 S).

1 Native taxonomy classifies
these animals according to
their environment and

behavior (habits and
habitats).



ezHere, to summarize, we see a stratified
or layered view of the Numic universe
linked by the axis mundi , also known as
the world tree (5 levels)

E2 The central grey bar is the tree, road or
portal.

EZThis is a corridor or mutable center,
connecting mythic time and space, the
roadway from the underworld up to the
celestial spheres.

E2l he road or portal links mythic time and
space with current space and time.

Ez In the Basin cosmology and in many
indigenous worldviews, some animals
are recognized as immortals in that
when killed their spirits go down to an
Animal Underworld where they are
revivified by the Master/Mistress or
Guardian of the Animals and emerge in
the Spring.



1 Bighorn habitat is in the
elevated crests of high rugged
mountains. Myers study of
Numic myths indicates that
the bighorn is consistently
associated with topmost
symbols.

1 Tiered Basin Cosmos b
attributes color white to this
Sky realm D tips of eagle  Adl
wings, white rump patch of
bighorn

1 Sky realm is filled with
elements of white: clouds,
snow, fog, and smoke.

i Each strata has a key animal
as the Shamanistic Boss of a
class of animals.



1 Word for bighorn in Numic means
all large hooved game animals as a
class (including deer, elk and
pronghorn).

1 The bighorn is the shamanistic boss
of the artiodactyls or ungulates.

1 Bighorn inhabits one of the most
powerful strata © one having nearly
the most supernatural power,
spiritual content, and sacredness.

i This topmost strata considered
symbolic of the highest good
including elements relating to:
healing, curing, upland hunting,
shamanism, and vision quests.



These uppermost planes are

home to Immortals and
Supernaturals.

Bighorn is one of the most
difficult animal to kill, lives in the
highest and roughest country

In fact, the Numic term for
bighorn derives from the words to
kill or hunt.

The Eagle (Shamanistic boss of
the sky and birds) is symbolic of
the topmost being with the most
supernatural power

Just below the Eagle and having
similar symbolism (color B white,
association with mountain tops) is
the bighorn



1 1 A number of archaeological
features and isolated bighorn
skeletal elements in the
Desert West represent the
caching and interment of
selected bighorn bones.

1 1 Numic oral traditions provide
us with a context for the
possible symbolism of these
features.

1 1 Caching of low meat mass
elements unlikely to
represent simple provisioning.
Would normally have been
left at the kill site.



1 1 If trophy skulls would imply
symbols of hunting success b
perhaps this would be the case
with Rose Spring and Reno-
Sparks features where they may
have been exposed and not
concealed.

1 1 The hidden nature of some
cached bighorn bones would
lessen that possibility and
suggest we pursue alternative
meanings.

1 1 In that case they might be seen
as representing: increase rites,
means of facilitating the rebirth,
reproduction, and fertility of
game animals, healing, coming of
age, veneration and ancestor
worship.



1 1+ The Utah bighorn
headdress must have been
used in a public ritual or as
a hunting disguiseE



1 1 The Rose Spring feature
was fashioned during a a
time that many
researchers now agree
Coso hunters were
drastically depleting local
bighorn.

1 1 This was also the time
when the bow and arrow
was introduced.

1 1 Also a peak period for Coso
rock art production.



1 All symbols, as does the
the venerable bighorn

have multiple meanings,
(compound metaphors).

. Shamans, commoners, and
hunters.

1 Visions, myths, and
cosmology.

1 Individual vision quests

and group ceremonies
(coming of age rites,

Apunting magic  Ayincrease
rites, world renewal).

Rain, hunting magic, animal
and human fertility,

Apcrease Aygame and plant
multiplication and
magnification), rebirth, and
world renewal

Male, female, dimorphic
(double-sexed), and
androgynous (non-gendered)

Dead sheep and spirit sheep.
Sheep being chased and
killed. Immortal sheep and
supernatural sheep.
Energetic, lively and,
abundant animals. Fat,
pregnant, and birthing sheep.

Human-animal coitus and
reproductive symbolism.
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Our Personal Invitation

We invite you to contact us regarding various ways in
which you might aid the California Rock Art Foundation in
Its mission.

We have a standing invitation for philanthropists with prior
board experience who desire to help financially underwrite
our major projects and organizational mission.

Board members with background in accounting, finance,

marketing and business development are especially
needed.

Feel free to contact the Founder and Director, Dr. Alan
Garfinkel Gold at 805.312.2261 or via email at




I My current employer is UltraSystems.

1 1 They were kind enough to underwrite my participation for
this presentation (they picked up the tabE)

1 1+ The firm has been around for 25 years, has 65 employees
and tenders engagements throughout the Far West and
Pacific Rim.

1 1 We do all kinds of compliance work (including biology,
paleontology, water, and hazardous waste)

1 1 If you know of or need CEQA or NEPA compliance for a
construction project, please let us know.

' 1 WeOd be honored to provide our clients with a full and
complete credential package (SOQ) and a proposal for our
servicesEincluding historic and prehistoric archaeology, and
construction monitoring.



