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Introduction

Bighorn sheep are fascinating
animals both in physical form
and in behavior:

Evidence suggests that they
were more than a mere
Supbsistence resource: to
Native peoplesiofi the Desert:
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explorethelr religious and
CEREmonialisignificance
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Introduction

¢ This presentation first
describes the character of;
the Rose Spring shring,
report its age, and at its
end will"pesit its meaning
and function.

L Tne snrdne s all g morg T
INERAGUING dUe toits R L T
physical location and likely: = S aassas
dSSECIdUORMWIGINEHENCOSO
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Introduction

¢ In the course of this
presentation I will review
bighorn religious metaphors.

¢ In this regard we will explore:

— Bighorn cultural features
throughout the Far West

— e great number of;
bighorn reck drawings and
paintings

— A collection off totemic
Increase sheep figurines

— Ethnographic descrptions
ofi Native bighoerm hunting

— Religious; associations
(INatve eral traditions and
ptuals)
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¢ Location

¢ [he Rose Spring archaeological
Site Is at the southernmost end of;
the Owens Valley.

¢ The site is less than 15 miles
northr off Little [Lake in  Rese Valley.

¢ Iihe siteis on the western edge of;
the @oSse Range:

¢ IS just east of the Sienra
Nevada iR the seuthWestern
COrNEr Ofi the Great Basin =
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The Rose Spring Bighorn
Feature: Description

The feature consists ofi a stacked
rock cairn and stone pillar with a
bighorn ram’s skull and intact
norn cores at its top

It was discovered during
excavations by Dr. Robert Yohe
during his Ph.D. dissertation
research in 1987

Nihe bighoern ram’s crania Was
discovered at a depth o 80-90
cm on the western edge off Locus
1 Units X=1"and X=2

Below the hoern Cores and crania
Was a ek  Galin and uUprght
poulder o andesite surrotnded
By fire-cracked StonNES and
charcoal
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The Rose Spring Bighorn
Feature: Association

A complete and finely executed
Humboldt Basal-notched (HBN) dart
point (or knife / also employed as a
thrusting spear) was discovered within
50 cm. ofithe rock cairn

Because of: its completeness and fine
execution it is considered a likely.
offering deposited at the same time as
the feature was in use

ihe morphology: of the HBNindicates
It dates to a shoert period ofi time: firom
ca. 500 BE to AD 800

During this time; in eastern Galifornia
Prenistory, grave offerings became
More frequent withrmultiple peints and
ether artifacts provided:

RIS PEROE SEES thE IMPOEtaNCE 6f;

Statls andiprestigelincreasingin the
Leqgion




The Rose Spring Bighorn
Feature: Dating

UNITS X-1 AND X-2, WEST WALL PROFILES

Iwo radiocarbon dates were
obtained from a single hearth

At the top at 90-100 cm and
another at the base at 140 cm

Jop date was 1,360 £70
radiocarbon years before present
(hEybp)

lihe second date was 1,400 £50
reybp.

Bothrdates overlap, are roughly

equivalent and have calibrated
ages at ca, AbrS00




Other Bighorn Features:
Ethnohistory.

¢ Ihe Rose Spring feature appears
unigue but other bighorn sheep
bone features have been reported
in the West.

¢ Spanish explorers in the 179 and
18t century reported on very.
|large accumulations ofi sheep
horns and deer antlers along the
Gila River: in the terrtories ofi the
@ odham and Yumans ofi S.
Arizona.

ihese bone “middens”
purpontedly contained 1000501
animal skullss
EampRElNGrantidentiiedibIgRonD;
HoerMandiskulifcachies at-sneEep)

KillSESTLESHRENVWEATIZORara R SV,
SoeneraVeEXiCorat=Ratiiirock:
POOISTOIFLAKS?



Other Bighorn Features
Ethnohistory. =47

¢ Juan Bautista de Anza in his
diary in 1774 notes that the
Papago were carrying bighorn
horns and stacking them at
Cabeza Prieta lianks to
~control the wind and prevent
the air firom leaving that
place” (Bolton 1930)

¢ Metaphor — horns, sound,
meaning of bighorn...
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Other Bighorn Features:
Archaeology

Northern Rocky Mountains of NW.
Wyoming the site off Mummy.
Cave

Large rockshelter on banks of N.
Fork of: the Shoshone River, 55
km west of: Cody, Wyoming

Husted and Edgar discovered a
bigho) kull'shrine

Tihisiwas the only: bighoern skull
iound atthe site

Skullfat-the base offa slopeiin
dSSECIAUON WIthItHFEE RO CK SIaS
INfatlinearsaniay:

ey IRtErpreediit-as naving

CEREMONIalFereligious
Slejpllilezisiesh clnfel elzjisiefite) e} 1810)C)
EYLPHEI0;000VEARSIagereFc 000!
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Other Bighorn Features:
Archaeology ‘-'

ST P
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A bighorn sheep headdress was
discovered cached in a small
rockshelter on the eastern edge of the
San Rafel Swell, near the Green River
in eastern Utah.

Headdress was found in twoe pieces
with drilled holes in the cranium and
an attached leather band.

At least six Olivella biplicata (the
purple Olive shell) beads were also
apparently: attached to the headdress

Ihose beads and a radiecarbon date of

the cCordage provide theexact same
date for the headdress to ca AD
110)510)=1051550]

e headdresstwould e Eremoentain
affiliaeRiandimiIghthave senRvedias
religiousiregaliaroras arhunting aids




Other Bighorn Features:
Archaeology

30 km north of the Reno-Sparks area,
a prehistoric village site was recently

excavated by Far Western (CRM Firm

based in California)

In a Middle Archaic (2000 BC - AD
500) house floor, the center of the
structure, they discovered a bighorn
ram skull

Iihat cached cranium had its horns still
attached.

W0 spear points were fioundiin
association with the feature.

Ihought ter be an example ofirtual
curation and display;

Researchers suggested that the skull
Was employed storreinforce the
pDenefitsiofiarsuceessiulthunt (@nd i fon)
enhancement: 6fial HURtER S prestige
Withinra larger group &

HoeUuses Weredated tor 28005 torsy.00
ezl o)), (ez), 00 < L7Z0)0) =€)




Other Bighorn Features:
Archaeology

Loyalton Rockshelter, Sierra County, BT R *
CA, northern Sierra Nevada 377 % “e 'f
Wilson (1963) reported on a small wi BRERL ;
temporary hunting camp in a e £ wf‘: Lird
WY g

rockshelter
Located at over 6,000 feet elevation

Site appears to be a hunting station g
occupied intermittently mostly: during M
the Middle Archaic

Excavations discovered 6 cache pits
containing only: the cranial remains of
12 bighorn (O mature and: 3 juvenile)

IR the pitstwith the sheep  crania Were
Offerings —rare and exXeUC artifacts —
an ebsidian: blade, severaltbone pins, a
Stone pPIpE, and tWorcharmsteones

REsearchersuggested that these
featurestwerereligiousiin natine = the
physicalimanifestationsioirtuals




Other Bighorn Features:
Archaeology

Nopah Cave, east of Death Valley
in S. Paiute territory:

Sutton and Yohe (1987)
discovered a cached bighorn atlas
vertebrae

Researchers thought this
significant and posited that this is
a physical manifestation ofi the
IMportant asseciation with Great
Basin Native oral tradition
Intmany: Paiute=SHeshone:
Crieation SterES oy ote USES a
DIgREKRNIatiaSIVERLEDa Lo BIEak:
themurdenrousigenitaliaroiis
IOVEN:

WHERNNENAOESISO, N ESUGCCESSHUIIY,
EPROUUCESWIEIFEHE IS SHE:

gIVESIDIRUINLORHEN A OUSIIPES



Other Bighorn Features:
Archaeology

¢ In the Tehachapi Mountains, Sand
Canyon, eastern California,
Creation Cave, flomo Kahni State
Historic Park

¢ Site where the Kawaiisu people
were created, this is where the
animals celebrated and painted
their pictures, grizzly: bear invited
the animals for a fiesta

¢ A bedrock mortar cup at the site
marks the emergence site
Sutton discovered a burned atlas
VERtebha offwhatwasHikely ar
‘J],Jmum Shieeplat the site
POSIESItRISTarphySICalfresCreation
Offtheroralithadition




Prehistoric Bighorn Sheep Art
.

¢ Strong religious
associations suggested by

prehistoric representational
art

Great Basin| rock drawings,.

,)J]nr]n gs and tot emic

IgUrines

¢ Most reguentin the €eses
= d mMinimumrhundred
LIOUSaNGE ,)]ct.Jr:.::; Wit
25,000 Jm..J_J STOI e
o] Jrum SHEEPI = Mmore than
diifetNERFaREASIOF thENGREat
BaSiRFcompiRed




¢ Split twig figurines at

Newberry Cave in the East
Mojave — 10 complete & over
1000 fragmentary. figures

@ther ritual paraphernalia +
complete points, paint
palettes, sheep dung pendant,
painted quartz crystals,
Wrapped feathers, red, green,
white, and blacks pigment with
pictographis on  the shelter
wallsi
.)a'wv g0) 000 Ee) 5700 eje)
POSItediaS tOLEMICHTIGURINES
SECIdted WithNChease
IMGRIES

::JS:)
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Rose Spring, the Cosos, and
Bighorn Hunting

¢ Rose Spring on western
edge of Cosos and at other
Sites, archaeofaunal
remains... (2000 BC-AD
S1010))

¢ Coso people emphasized
BIg game fior the meat
POrtION ofi thelr diet — esp.
BIghorN

¢ (COS0O LOCK ait —, many.
RUAtING SECENES, RURtING
BlIRAS, dUmmy: IUREERS),
associated Withrgame dave
Sites, natural tanks
(Liayasy); GamENdIVERSION
WIRGRGAPS:




Post-Mortem Bighorn Funeral
and Skull Display

Notable but unusual panel in
Parrish Gorge in the Cosos may
be a significant example of;
bighorn ritualism

Appears to be a ceremony.
venerating sheep skull set atop a
pole

CA-INY-43 depicts nearly life size
figure ofi a standing man (4 feet
In height)

Man has hands outstretched
reaching for a weightedratlatifand
CoRREcting to the “pewer“line
reaching deowniinterthe

NEterworid The graphic may be a visual representation of
Man carries a fringed bag on his the mythic journey: hunt, death, ascent to the
PDACK upper world via the sacred pole, and seasonal
At his feet is small wand with a retull(‘jn/regensrgtion b?ck (tjo "Ehe n?_iddle h:man
BInRdSSHeER(fEathersy, blade ol Y . o up o

o ) ; ; the lower world = arising from the animal
cllefejlinle) SEleid? ) ap) e gl underworld




Bighorn Hunting In the Great
Basin: Timing

SRS
Fall best time during rutting e
Season When rams, ewes, and e an
yearlings co-occur, animals

fattest
Sheep most vulnerable

Considerable tension, rams
intent on breeding
Fallfisitime fors communal
huntsg antelope, rabbits, and.
BIgRGKA;
imENorPEOPIENOIFEL
LOgEER ReURd Dance
ROUNGDancCeENURNCHONECO

5

PrometeE gdimeE; ERsuUne
OURLHHIESUPPIVACIFSEEUS
EERGIIGYACEREGRY



Bighorn Hunting Methods In the
Great Basin

¢ Gilmore (1953) describes a
bighorn hunt NE off Bishop in the
Owens Valley.

¢ First a Round Dance was held
Prior to the communal hunt

¢ Celebrants followed hunt leader
and/or singer into the local
mountains

¢ Group spread over wide area
worked together to draw: bighorn
INtO) a V-shaped Wing trap

¢ inap composed ofi ecks and
prushileading te arconaliwhere the
animalsswere slain




Bighorn Hunting Methods In the
Great Basin

¢ Solitary hunters stalked alone k‘.
with a decoy headdress — 1
skull with horns

¢ Concealed behind the rocks

¢ Hunter would let horns
protrude

¢ Make sound plucking bow

¢ Jab and scrape ground
making sounds like rams in
dominance display.




Bighorn Hunting Methods In the
Great Basin

¢ Activity attracts animals and 4 W,{
would shoot within 25 feet or g RNl 2l
Iess } .,—.z-i i.' Lz ' .
¢ Arrow directed under animal’s A e L T
¢ Steward (1941) said Indians _ P e o
thumped logs or pounded { TR ¢
rocks to attract sheep St P &

jous animals would again :
think there was a dominance :’,
display geingren




Basin Shoshone (Numic) Oral
Traditions

¢ Big game hunting rites and
group religious ceremonies
were strongly expressed in
Desert West (Malouff 1966).

¢ Hunting religions have certain
Characteristic features
(Hultkrantz 1986).

o David'sS. Whitley (1.982)
recognized symbolic Impoit of;
the bighoern:



Great Basin Shoshone
Oral Traditions

¢ 12 Western Shoshone
groups had myths with
common elements

¢ Coyote (key central deity)
could only: attain manhood
((sexual maturity, and
markage) by slaying a
Bighoern sheep:

¢ Hence the Sheshoene saw
PIGRGEANaS a SYmbol o
male huRting SUCEESS and
correlated With Ftes of;
PASSade




Basin Shoshone (Numic) Oral
Traditions

¢ Other Shoshone oral
traditions told how — Rat
invites Bighorn Sheep to join
in the Round Dance.

to woo Bic Jnam to n]:s SLL.. in

order: to killFhim.

Inranother stony: Crow, Eagle;
Wildeat, Yellow Hammer, and
Rat team up anasing a seng

db theliFpreshunt dance

7]

T 'ne sengsays, Wesare going
S

ROCEIMeURLAIRISHEED!!



Basin Shoshone Bighorn Ritual

Northern Paiute said bighorn
gave power to heal disease

Southern Paiute had game
dreamers and dances. These
dreamer-singers would dream
of: Killing game, bighorn food,
Focky. places, rain, bows and
diFFOWS, and sometimes
arFfOWS tUrERING INte bighoern
Fams.

ey would dream 6 SeRgs,
IINEse were gifits firom' the
o)jejpleirs).

SOeRGS WErE a MEeans of
enhancing thekillingreifgame
andawouldimakerthergame
animalsicomerandivould
IRCREasertheiiFnUmbER:




Basin Shoshone Bighorn Ritual

¢ Chemehuevi ritualists had
religious specialists known
as sheep dreamers.

¢ Ihese religious were
especially: good at
charming game animals —
ritualists off the hunt.

¢ [lhese sheep dreamer-
game charmers: had
VISions ofirain, bullrearers;
MOURLEIRFSHEEPHIGE?




Basin Shoshone Bighorn thual

Songs used as a way. to attract
game.

Ritualists could capture the
animal’s souls and make them
tired and easy. to Kill:

Southern Paiute sang to attract
sheep. Would feast, sing and
dance mimicking game
MoVements.

ME. Sheep Dreamer-singers would
direct hunters to the place where
they could findrand slay: bighorn:

Bighoern Seng Was one off the four;
phncipaliSeuthern Paitlte songs:

e beserty/Mountaint SEranoralse
have a number e Bighern Sheep
Sengs theyssingr ey believed
ey WerRe descended omrthe
Sheep peeple(thelr aRCESLONS):
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Power In The Bones

Many. foragers believe in
the innate power in the
bones of hunted animals

Skulls were sacred and
believed to be alive with
SUCH POWEF.

Skulls embodied the
dNCESLOrS.

e planting off skelEtal
IEMdINSIOIFNUNLEG animals;
dSSURES thE EGENEnation

process — as a source or
REWHITES




Power In The Bones

Catherine Fowler (1986:95): “...
respect was shown for animals and
plants taken to meet human needs.
Portions of larger game animals,
including the...skulls...were
specifically set out in the brush or
trees or buried after a kill.

Infaddition torshowing respect, these: = =
acts were a form ofi manipulation that

would iRsure that gamie would be
continually:supplied::

Slain game: animalsiwere ofiten placec
WithrthEIFNEadS o the east-and
dddressedwithispecial terminelogy,
dgdin ter SHeW ESPEGE. =



Basin Native World View

Native Basin cosmology. /.
world view saw the universe
(cosmos) as tiered (layered).

Divided into strata including
upper, middle, and lower
realms.

Each stratum was inhabited
by different groups off ARimal
Persons (

S).

Native taxonomy: ClassIfies
these animals according to
thelr envirenment and

PERAVIOR (hakItS and
RAPItats):

wEAVER OF Mg,

'Ns (Heaven of Fire for
Greeks and others)

NV iy
~N o

~T—— GOD

—

PN TR

THE ANCIENT HEBREW
OF THE UNIVERSE
T0ILLUSTRATE THE ACCOUNT OF CREATION AND THE FLO0D




Basin Native World View

¢ Here, to summarize, we see a stratified
or layered view of the Numic universe
linked by the axis mundi, also known as
the world tree (5 levels)

¢ Ihe central grey bar is the tree, road or
portal.

¢ IIhis is a corridoer or mutable center;
connecting mythic time and space, the
roadway. from the underworld up to the
celestialispheres.

¢ Iihe read or portallinks mythic time and
Spdce With cUrrent space and time.

¢ In the Basin cosmelogy: andin many.
IRAIgGENOUS WORIAVIEWS, some animals
are recognized as immortalsiinithat
whenkilled th e spintsigordowWnRtoran
AnimalfUnderwordiWhere they are
revivified by theMaster/MISthess ok
GUardianrefirtherAnimalsiandremengenn
LHEISPRING:

GREAT BASIN NUMIC COSMOLOGY
and the JOURNEY OF ASCENT and DESCENT

HEAVENS MKy Way (Ancestors)
[ oo sauy

SACRED

Vivion questing Fagle

Shamanistic cnring Tivensdertnird
HMuomingivint

-

Highown
Movntaun liw

Born
Emergence
Being roborn

L

ASCENT
Unbeom st
i §

SPRINS




Basin Native World View

Bighorn habitat is in the
elevated crests of high rugged
mountains. Myers study of:
Numic myths indicates that
the bighorn is consistently.
associated with topmost
symbaols.

Tiered Basin Cosmos —
attributes color white to this
Sky: realm) = tips ofieagle’s
WIRGSs, White rump patch of;
PIGhGKN

Sky realmnisthilled with
elements o WhIte: CloUtds,
SRHOW, fed, andismoke:

Eachisthatarhasiarkey animal
as the Shamanistic Boss of a
class of animals.




Basin Native World View
¥ e

¢ Word for bighorn in Numic means
all large hooved game animals as a

class (including deer, elk and
pronghorn).
The bighorn is the shamanistic boss
ofi the artiodactylsior ungulates.
Bighoern inhabits one of the most
pOWertlistrata = one naving nearly.
LHe Mmost su ,)ern:riur:u POWET;,
Spiftualfcontent, and SacCrEENESS:
RISFtOPMOSE Stiata  CONSIdERE

SYMBEIIC O tHENIGNESE Yoo
INCIUEIRGFEIEMERNTLSIEI UG oS
nizllinlef, etiginie), Clelfzinlel pltiricisle);
SiiaiiaiSHiyai e VISIORNGUESLS?



Basin Native Wo'rqliiew

These uppermost planes are

home to Immortals and
Supernaturals.

Bighorn is one of the most
difficult animal to kill, lives in the
highest and roughest country

In fact, the Numic term for:
bighoern derives firrom the words to
Killl'or hunt.

ihe Eagle (Shamanistic boss of;
the sky and birds) is symbolic of;
the topmost being Withr the most
supernatural pewWer

Just below therEagle and having
similarsymbolismi(Color—White;
association Withimoeuntain tops) s
the bighonn



Summary and Conclusions

¢ A number of archaeological
features and isolated bighorn

skeletal elements in the

Desert West represent the

caching and interment of:
selected bighorn bones:
Numic oral traditions provide:
USIWith' arcontext for the
POSSIBIE SYMbelISmIeiFthese
eatures.

Caching el loW Mmeat mdass

elements  URlikely 1o
EPRESERNESIMPIENPROVISIONINGE
WotldoRmallyAaVENDEEN
IETRa S CHENKIIIFSILES



Summary and Conclusions

o If trophy skulls would imply
symbols of hunting success —
perhaps this would be the case
with Rose Spring and Reno-
Sparks features where they may.
have been exposed and not
concealed.

¢ Ihe hidden nature of some
cached bighoern boenes would
lessen that poessibility:and
suggest we pursue alternative
Mmeanings.

¢ In/that case they might be seen
dS| EPLESERLING: TNCKEASE HILES,
means ofi faclitating the: rebirth;
reproduction), and fertlity of;
game animals;healing, Coming of;
adgE, VEnERation and anGCESLON;
WORSHIP:




Summary and Conclusions

¢ [he Utah bighorn
headdress must have been

used in a public ritual or as
a hunting disguise...




Conclusions: The Rose Spring Feature

¢ Ihe Rose Spring feature
was fashioned during a a
time that many
researchers now agree
C0S0 hunters were
drastically: depleting local
BIghorn.

¢ 1Iihis was alsoe the time
WHER the bew and arrow
Was Intreduced.

¢ Alse a peak perod fior Eese
FOCK aht ProdUCHeN:




Summary: Bighorn Sheep
I\/Ietaphor

All symbols, as does the
the venerable bighorn

have multiple meanings,
(compound metaphors).

Shamans, commoners, and
hunters.

Visions, myths, and
cosmology.

Individual vision quests
and group ceremonies
(coming of age rites,
“hunting magic”, increase
rites, world renewal).

Rain, hunting magic, animal
and human fertility,
“increase” (game and plant
multiplication and
maghnification), rebirth, and
world renewal

Male, female, dimorphic
(double-sexed), and
androgynous (non-gendered)

Dead sheep and spirit sheep.
Sheep being chased and
killed. Immortal sheep and
supernatural sheep.
Energetic, lively and,
abundant animals: Eat,
pregnant, and birthing sheep.

Human-animal coitusand
reproductive symbolism.
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which you' mlghtnald the California Rock Art Foundation in
its mission.

We have a standing invitation for philanthropists with prior
board experience who desire to help financially underwrite
our major projects and organizational mission.

Board members with background in accounting, finance,

marketing and business development are especially
needed.

Feel free to contact the Founder and Director, Dr. Alan
Garfinkel Gold at 805.312.2261 or via email at

a\Vrelrnl Y5 2@\ zEri00, corr) ’ ’ ‘




UltraSystems Environmental, Inc.

¥ My current employer is UltraSystems.

L/

L/

They were kind enough to underwrite my participation for
this presentation (they: picked up the tab...)

Ihe firm has been around for 25 years, has 65 employees
and tenders engagements throughout the Ear West and
Pacific Rim.

We do all kinds' off compliance work: (Incltding biclogy,
paleontelogy, Water, and hazardous Waste)

[fFyoeurknow: offor need CEQA or NEPA compliance: fior a
CORNStRUCHION! PrOJECE, please et us Know.

Wed be honoered torpreviderour clientsswithrarmulifand
complete credentiallpackage ((SOW) and arproposal o ours;
SERViceESHINCIUdING NIStORC andipreRiStonRc anchaenlogy), and
CONSERUCHORNMORICORNG:



